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public halls, and even concentration camps. They are
not only the fashion: they are genuinely popular. It is
reported that on 30 June 1946, the day before the first
atomic bomb test, 100,000 people listened in the Gorki
Park of Rest and Culture to a lecture on the use of atomic
energy in industry. The Lecturing Bureau of the
Committee for Higher Education organised in the last three
years over 9,000 lectures, to audiences altogether exceeding
three million, and issued 120 pamphlets about their lectures.
In the Ryazan Oblast, which has eleven towns and some
1,600 villages, there is a panel of 1,400 lecturers on scientific
propaganda; and a similar story could be told of a dozen
other districts. The august Academy of Sciences has a
Council for Scientific Technical Propaganda. In 1944, it
is reported, this Council organise,d 9,000 scientific lectures
and sent 280 scientists, in ' brigades' to bring enlighten-
ment, in the form of popular science talks, to the areas
newly liberated from German occupation.1 So seriously
are lectures taken that both their presentation and content*
are subject to constant scrutiny, and if necessary, to sharp
criticism. Thus, writing of popular lectures to service-
men, Major Mironov complained: * Lecturers frequently
appear before their audience without even a written note.
More frequently, the text of their lecture has not been
inspected beforehand by ... the chief of the propaganda
department *.2
Nationalistic Propaganda
For the Soviet eagerness both to deliver and to listen to
lectures, one has nothing but admiration. And there is no
doubt that the * masses * are becoming science-conscious
in a way not known before in Russia, or indeed anywhere
1 Trud., 19.7.45.
* Red Star, 14.10.45.   The technique of Russian lecturers is not
very attractive.   Almost invariably they read from a script; therefore,
to lecture without notes, far from being a sign of a good lecturer, is £
sign of a bad one.

